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Abstract: In order to study the effects of different sowing dates on edible sunflower production and to provide scientific

references for edible sunflower cultivation technology in Jiuquan and other areas with similar conditions, Jiukui 130 was taken as the

material and randomized block design was applied to study effects of 7 different sowing dates on growth period, emergence rate, yield

per plant, number of seeds per plate, hundred —seed weight and yield. Results showed that peak yield i.e., 4 266.9 kg/ha, was
detected when planted on April 21%, followed by treatment of April 14" (4 187.5 kg/ha) and April 28" (4 062.5 kg/ha). Comprehensively

speaking, the optimum sowing date in Jiuquan and other areas with similar conditions was betweem April 14" to April 28", during

which the growth period of edible sunflower was ideal, and the emergency rate was above 94%, whereas other indexes such as yield

per plant, number of seeds per plate, hundred—seed weight were all superior compared with thoses in other sowing dates. Earlier or

later than the optimum sowing dates proposed above would have directly negative effects on emergence rate and yield of sunflowers

in study area.
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