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Production Distribution Characteristics and Strategies for Sustainable
Development of Potato Industry in the Arid Region on the Plateau

WANG Aimin
(Agricultural Technology Promotion Centre in Tianzhu County, Tianzhu Gansu 733299, China)

Abstract: Tianzhu county locates in the arid region on the Tibetan Plateau, it possesses the characters of high elevation, cold
and cool climate condition and is considered as the best ecological environment for potato production. To comprehensively improve
the sustainable development and market competitiveness of Tianzhu potato industry, potato production in different ecological zones
within Tianzhu is chosen as the evaluation unit, field surveys are conducted to analyze the potato production pattern and distribution
among the five ecological zones, namely Jinqiangchuan, Haxi, Moke, Duoshi and Songshan. Disperse characteristics are detected in
Tianzhu potato production. With the constant evolving of the production distribution, potato production in Tianzhu is concentrated
into four zones, namely Duoshi, Haxi, Jingiangchuan and Moke. Dominant production zones, such as Dongping, Xidatan, Huazangsi,
Haxi etc, has formed in the area with elevation between 2 300 to 2 600 m asl and annual precipitation between 350 to 450 mm and
the aggregation effect is becoming increasingly evident. On the basis of fully relying on the resource endowment of Tianzhu County,
suggestions for the sustainable development of potato industry in Tianzhu are put forward such as constructions of breeding system,
high—quality industrial belt, production and sales service system and agricultural technology training system for regional potato
production to fully exert the resource advantages of Tianzhu County.
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