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Analysis on the Fattening Performance of Gansu Alpine Merino Sheep
and the Hybrid Lambs
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Abstract: In order to understand the fattening performance of lambs in alpine pastoral area of Qilian Mountain so as to
provide technical support for establishing an optimization system for fattening lamb production in the alpine pastoral areas of Tianzhu
County, 40 Gansu alpine merino lambs and 40 F; lambs from Borderdale( &) x Gansu alpine merino( ? ) (F; group) were selected to
fatten for 60 days in feedlot. 4 growth indexes, 5 dressing performance indexes and 6 meat quality indexes were measured in these 2
groups, and economic benefits were also calculated when fattening was finished. Results showed that after short—term fattening period
of 60 days, the average daily gain, carcass weight and dressing percentage in F, group were 213.5 g/head, 18.1 kg and 49.7%,
respectively, which were all superior that those in the alpine merino group. No significantly differences in cooking percentage, meat
color, shear force value, water loss percentage and pH value between F; and Gansu alpine merino groups were detected (P>0.05).
However, marbling score of F, group (3.73) was higher than that of Gansu alpine merino group (2.86) (P <0.05). The net
income of I, and Gansu alpine merino lambs during 60 days of fattening period were 308.2 RMB and 182.0 RMB, respectively. The
results suggested that the two groups obtained significant effect upon 60 days of fattening, but the fattening and dressing performance
of F, lambs was better than that in Gansu alpine merinolambs.
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